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Meadgate Spring 2019
The Early Kings
Session 8 –Solomon
BIBLE BACKGROUND – 1 KINGS 3-11
In 1 Kings 2:10, David dies peacefully, having reigned for 40 years
In the last session, we left Solomon having removed the strongest rival to his kingship – his
brother Adonijah, and ready to get on with being King of both Israel and Judah.
The closing of the previous chapter (2:46) assures us that “The kingdom was now firmly
established in Solomon’s hands”. The Hebrew word here used for “established” is

pronounced “koon”, and means “to be erect, to stand perpendicular”. It was time for
Solomon to stand up.
“Wisdom is only effective when it is put into action. Early in his life, Solomon had
the sense to ask for wisdom. But by the time Solomon asked for wisdom. He had
already started a habit that would make his wisdom ineffective for his own life –
he sealed a pact with Egypt by marrying Pharaoh’s daughter. She was the first of
hundreds of wives married for political reasons. In doing this, Solomon went
against not only his father’s last words, but also God’s direct commands. His
actions remind us how easy it is to know what is right and yet not do it”1
When Solomon married Pharaoh’s daughter, it came at a time when marriage between
royal families was a common practise in the Near East, many because it secured peace.
Interesting that of all the countries he wished to be allied with, Solomon chose Egypt!
Solomon’s marriages indeed brought friendship, but it was the start of his downfall as king.
These relationships with foreign wives became inroads for pagan philosophy and practises,
for his wives brought their idols with them, eventually luring Solomon into idolatry.

POINTS TO PONDER
 How easy is it to minimise religious differences?
 What should be our focus when it comes to religion, especially in
marriage?

1

Personality Profile notes on Solomon, Life Application NIV Bible, Publ. Zondervan, Grand Rapids
Michigan,19988
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At the beginning of his reign, Solomon had a city, and built a palace for himself, a temple of
the Lord and a wall to surround the city. The people, it was noted, were still sacrificing at
high places.
High Places
God’s laws insisted that the Israelites could only make sacrifices in specified places
“Be careful not to sacrifice your burnt offerings anywhere you please. 14 Offer them
only at the place the Lord will choose in one of your tribes, and there observe everything I
command you”. Deut 12:13-14
“Solomon showed his love for the Lord by walking according to the statutes of his father
David, except that he offered sacrifices and burned incense on the high places”. (1 Kings 3:3)
This was to prevent the people from instituting their own methods of worship and
allowing pagan practises to creep in. Many Israelites, including Solomon, made sacrifices
on the surrounding hills, the High Places. Solomon loved God, but this act was sinful.
Such practises took the offerings out of the watchful care of priests and ministers loyal
to God, and opened the way for false teaching to be tied to those sacrifices. In most
instances in the Bible “High Places” refer to places of pagan worship. However, between
the time that Shiloh (Eli and Samuel’s home) was destroyed, and the actual building of
Solomon’s temple, certain high places were tolerated.

So Solomon goes to Gibeon, one of the High Places, to offer sacrifices to God. Solomon
offered a thousand burnt offerings. It is interesting that God appears to the king at
Gibeon, at night. It would seem that God is not condoning the sacrifice, but honouring
Solomon’s prayerful approach. God said to Solomon:
"Ask for whatever you want me to give you." 1 Kings 3:5
Interesting – God did not actually say He would grant the desire! However, the implication is
there that He would.

POINT TO PONDER

What would you have asked for?

God was surprised at what Solomon did NOT ask for – what
are these? ( 1 Kings 3:11)
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Solomon gives an incredible answer. He:1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Acknowledges God’s kindness to his father David
Acknowledges David’s faithfulness , righteousness and uprightness
Acknowledges God’s kindness to him personally
Acknowledges God’s fulfilment of the promise of a son to David to inherit the throne
Acknowledges that being king is a gift from God
Confesses his inexperience and immaturity for the role
Acknowledges the importance of the people he serves
ONLY THEN does he ask for himself – for a “Discerning heart to govern your people,
and to distinguish between right and wrong” ( 1 Kings 3:9)

As prayers go, it is a very good pattern!
God’s response:“The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this.11 So God said to him, "Since you
have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death
of your enemies but for discernment in administering justice,12 I will do what you have
asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone
like you, nor will there ever be.
13 Moreover, I will give you what you have not asked for — both riches and honour — so
that in your lifetime you will have no equal among kings.14 And if you walk in my ways and
obey my statutes and commands as David your father did, I will give you a long life”. (1 Kings
3:10-14)
It is clear that God’s gift of wisdom to Solomon did not mean he could not make
mistakes. He had been given great possibilities as the king of God’s chosen people, but
with that came great responsibilities. Unfortunately he tended to pursue the former and
neglect the latter. It is also worth noting that here we have an unconditional promise –
discernment in administering justice, and a wise and discerning heart; plus a conditional
promise – that long life was dependant on Solomon walking in God’s ways and obeying
God’s statutes as David had done.

The First Test of Wisdom – 1 Kings 3:16-28
“Now two prostitutes came to the king and stood before him.17 one of them said, "My lord,
this woman and I live in the same house. I had a baby while she was there with me.18 The
third day after my child was born, this woman also had a baby. We were alone; there was
no-one in the house but the two of us.19 "During the night this woman's son died because
she lay on him.20 So she got up in the middle of the night and took my son from my side
while I your servant was asleep. She put him by her breast and put her dead son by my
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breast.21 The next morning, I got up to nurse my son — and he was dead! But when I looked
at him closely in the morning light, I saw that it wasn't the son I had borne."
22 The other woman said, "No! The living one is my son; the dead one is yours." But
the first one insisted, "No! The dead one is yours; the living one is mine." And so they
argued before the king.
23 The king said, "This one says, 'My son is alive and your son is dead,' while that one
says, 'No! Your son is dead and mine is alive.'"
24 Then the king said, "Bring me a sword." So they brought a sword for the king.25 He
then gave an order: "Cut the living child in two and give half to one and half to the other."
26 The woman whose son was alive was filled with compassion for her son and said to
the king, "Please, my lord, give her the living baby! Don't kill him!" But the other said,
"Neither I nor you shall have him. Cut him in two!"
27 Then the king gave his ruling: "Give the living baby to the first woman. Do not kill
him; she is his mother."
28 When all Israel heard the verdict the king had given, they held the king in awe,
because they saw that he had wisdom from God to administer justice.
It is interesting in hindsight – it sound obvious – but what would you have done when
faced with this puzzle?
What did the people think?
1 Kings 3:28
“When all Israel heard the verdict the king had given, they held the king in awe,
because they saw that he had wisdom from God to administer justice.”

1 Kings 4
The first 19 verses are simply a list of Solomon’s officials. From verse 20 onwards, we get
a glimpse of the scope of Solomon’s reign.
“The people of Judah and Israel were as numerous as the sand on the seashore; they ate,
they drank and they were happy.” 1 Kings 4:20
And “During Solomon's lifetime Judah and Israel, from Dan to Beersheba, lived in safety,
each man under his own vine and fig-tree”. 1 Kings 4:25
We are told of the extent of the kingdom:
“And Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from the River to the land of the Philistines, as far
as the border of Egypt. These countries brought tribute and were Solomon's subjects all his
life.” 1 Kings 4:21
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And
“He ruled over all the kingdoms west of the River, from Tiphsah to Gaza, and had peace
on all sides.” 1 Kings 4:24
The lists of provisions required for Solomon’s household on a daily basis is quite
staggering.
1 Kings 4:22-23
“Solomon's daily provisions were thirty cors of fine flour and sixty cors of meal,23 ten
head of stall-fed cattle, twenty of pasture-fed cattle and a hundred sheep and goats, as
well as deer, gazelles, roebucks and choice fowl.”
A “cor” is an Egyptian measurement, and roughly speaking, this is equivalent to 6,290
lbs of flour and 12,750 lbs of meal, per day, as well as the meats mentioned!
All this points to great wealth, and security, which brought stability and peace to a nation
which had for so long been at war. Much of this has to be attributed to the military
courage and determination of Saul and then David.

This map clearly shows the size of Solomon’s
kingdom as opposed to modern day Israel.
Solomon’s kingdom was roughly 3 times as big
as Israel is now.
The Wisdom of Solomon
“God gave Solomon wisdom and very great
insight, and a breadth of understanding as
measureless as the sand on the seashore.
30 Solomon's wisdom was greater than the
wisdom of all the men of the East, and greater
than all the wisdom of Egypt.
31 He was wiser than any other man,
including Ethan the Ezrahite — wiser than
Heman, Calcol and Darda, the sons of Mahol.
And his fame spread to all the surrounding
nations.
32 He spoke three thousand proverbs and his
songs numbered a thousand and five.
33 He described plant life, from the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop that grows out of
walls. He also taught about animals and birds, reptiles and fish.
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34 Men of all nations came to listen to Solomon's wisdom, sent by all the kings of the
world, who had heard of his wisdom.” 1 Kings 4:29-34

The Temple gets started
Solomon has brought the nation to a place of peace. When David offered to build God a
temple, God said “no” through the prophet Nathan (2 Samuel7:1-17). 1 Chronicles 28:2-3
tells us why these 2 comments are connected:
“King David rose to his feet and said: "Listen to me, my brothers and my people. I had it
in my heart to build a house as a place of rest for the ark of the covenant of the Lord, for
the footstool of our God, and I made plans to build it.3 But God said to me, 'You are not to
build a house for my Name, because you are a warrior and have shed blood.' “
1 Chronicles 28:2-3
God wanted a peacemaker to build a house of prayer.
Solomon explained to King Hiram that the temple could not be commenced previously
because David had his hands full battling external enemies.
Hiram king of Tyre is approached to help with providing cedars from Lebanon.
Note that Solomon drafted three times as many workers as needed (30,000 in all) and
then arranged their schedules so that they were not away from home for long periods –
showing great concern for family welfare
A few points worthy of note:
“At the king's command they removed from the quarry large blocks of quality stone to
provide a foundation of dressed stone for the temple.” 1 Kings 5:17
Both stones and wood were “dressed” (cut and shaped), either at the quarry, or offsite,
rather than allow any noise from hammering at the building site. In this way they were
trying to show care, concern, honour and respect for God’s Sanctuary.
The “narrow clerestory windows” in 1 Kings 6:4 were windows near the tops of the walls
which allowed light into the centre of the Temple.
In 1 Chronicles 28, we have a complimentary account of the building of the Temple, but this
also informs us that David had already made extensive plans to build it himself. When God
told him this would not be the case, he did not get angry – rather, he mobilised officials to
ensure that Solomon had all the help he would need to realise this dream.
11 “Then David gave his son Solomon the plans for the portico of the temple, its buildings,
its storerooms, its upper parts, its inner rooms and the place of atonement.
12 He gave him the plans of all that the Spirit had put in his mind for the courts of the
temple of the Lord and all the surrounding rooms, for the treasuries of the temple of God
and for the treasuries for the dedicated things.
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13 He gave him instructions for the divisions of the priests and Levites, and for all the
work of serving in the temple of the Lord, as well as for all the articles to be used in its
service.
14 He designated the weight of gold for all the gold articles to be used in various kinds
of service, and the weight of silver for all the silver articles to be used in various kinds of
service:
15 the weight of gold for the gold lampstands and their lamps, with the weight for
each lampstand and its lamps; and the weight of silver for each silver lampstand and its
lamps, according to the use of each lampstand;
16 the weight of gold for each table for consecrated bread; the weight of silver for the
silver tables;
17 the weight of pure gold for the forks, sprinkling bowls and pitchers; the weight of
gold for each gold dish; the weight of silver for each silver dish;
18 and the weight of the refined gold for the altar of incense. He also gave him the
plan for the chariot, that is, the cherubim of gold that spread their wings and shelter the
ark of the covenant of the Lord.
19 "All this," David said, "I have in writing from the hand of the Lord upon me, and he gave
me understanding in all the details of the plan." 1 Chron 28:11-19
1 Chronicles 29 goes on to detail how David made provision financially. He inspired
families to give additional resources towards the work of the Temple;9 The people rejoiced at the willing response of their leaders, for they had given freely and
wholeheartedly to the Lord. David the king also rejoiced greatly. 1 Chron 29:9
Points to Ponder




How would you feel giving over all
your plans to someone else?
What does this action tell us about
David?
What kind of a father is he
demonstrating himself to be?

The whole endeavour took 7 years (1 Kings 6:38)
Solomon then spends another 13 years completing his own Palace!
1 Kings 7:13-51 details the astonishing wok to complete the interior of the Temple,
from pillars (7:15-22), to the great metal Sea used for the priests ceremonial washing (1
Kings 7:23-26); richly cast stands of bronze, decorated with lions, bulls and cherubim (1
Kings 7:27-37) and huge bronze basins (1 Kings 7:38-40). All of this was completed by an
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extraordinarily gifted craftsman from Tyre, called Huram, renowned for such skill.
Solomon wanted only the best.

In 1 Kings 8, we find Solomon’s prayer of thanks and praise for the completion of the
Temple (8:14-21), and then an astonishing Prayer of Dedication ( 8:22-53). Having done
all that, sacrifices were made in Dedication and celebration, and the king alone offered:



22,000 cattle
120,000 sheep and goats

He followed this up with burnt offerings, grain offerings and the fat of the fellowship
offerings ( 8:64). The dedication celebration went on for 14 days!
Immediately after this, God appeared to Solomon a second time, as he had done at
Gibeon, and said:
1 Kings 9:3-9
3 The Lord said to him: "I have heard the prayer and plea you have made before me; I
have consecrated this temple, which you have built, by putting my Name there forever.
My eyes and my heart will always be there.
4 "As for you, if you walk before me in integrity of heart and uprightness, as David your
father did, and do all I command and observe my decrees and laws,
5 I will establish your royal throne over Israel for ever, as I promised David your father
when I said, 'You shall never fail to have a man on the throne of Israel.'
6 "But if you or your sons turn away from me and do not observe the commands and
decrees I have given you and go off to serve other gods and worship them,
7 then I will cut off Israel from the land I have given them and will reject this temple I
have consecrated for my Name. Israel will then become a byword and an object of ridicule
among all peoples.
8 And though this temple is now imposing, all who pass by will be appalled and will
scoff and say, 'Why has the Lord done such a thing to this land and to this temple?'
9 People will answer, 'Because they have forsaken the Lord their God, who brought
their fathers out of Egypt, and have embraced other gods, worshipping and serving them
— that is why the Lord brought all this disaster on them.'"

God continues to remind Solomon of the unconditional promise – stay faithful, and
God would bless.

The Feud with Hiram, King of Tyre
In return for all his help with the building works, Solomon gave Hiram 20 towns in
Galilee. However, Hiram was not pleased, calling them “The Land of Cabul” (“good-forThe Early Kings Session 8
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nothing”). One can only surmise that he would have preferred land on the coast, in order
to profit by trade at a port. However, Hiram was actually repaid many times over through
his trade partnerships with Solomon:
2 Chron 9:10-11
“The men of Hiram and the men of Solomon brought gold from Ophir; they also
brought algum-wood and precious stones.11 The king used the algum-wood to make
steps for the temple of the Lord and for the royal palace, and to make harps and lyres for
the musicians. Nothing like them had ever been seen in Judah.)”
2 Chron 9:21-22
“The king had a fleet of trading ships manned by Hiram's men. Once every three years
it returned, carrying gold, silver and ivory, and apes and baboons.22 King Solomon was
greater in riches and wisdom than all the other kings of the earth.”

The Queen of Sheba visits Solomon
1 Kings 10:1-5
“When the queen of Sheba heard about the fame of Solomon and his relation to the name
of the Lord, she came to test him with hard questions. 2 Arriving at Jerusalem with a very
great caravan — with camels carrying spices, large quantities of gold, and precious stones
— she came to Solomon and talked with him about all that she had on her mind.
3 Solomon answered all her questions; nothing was too hard for the king to explain to
her.
4 When the queen of Sheba saw all the wisdom of Solomon and the palace he had
built,5 the food on his table, the seating of his officials, the attending servants in their
robes, his cupbearers, and the burnt offerings he made at the temple of the Lord, she was
overwhelmed.”
Gifts were exchanged, The Queen of Sheba bringing costly gold, precious stones and
exotic spices. Solomon gave her gifts from the royal bounty, and she leaves, highly
impressed.
There has been much speculation about who this queen was, with some claiming she and
Solomon had a child who became the descendant of modern-day Ethiopians (!), but the
main point to note is that Solomon’s wisdom was becoming legendary in a much wider
sphere of influence than had previously been possible. His splendour and riches are
detailed at the end of chapter 10, commenting that;
“The whole world sought audience with Solomon to hear the wisdom God had put in his
heart”. (1 Kings 10:24)
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Everyone who came brought gifts, and so much material wealth, in that time and
culture, were considered a sin of God’s blessing. However, it should be noted that wealth
does not prove that someone is living right, nor does poverty indicate sin.

“However…”
It couldn’t last!
Solomon had cemented his alliance with Pharaoh by marrying his daughter (1 Kings
3;1). He continued to make political alliances through marriage with many others:
“King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh's daughter
— Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites.
2 They

were from nations about which the Lord had told the Israelites, "You
must not intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your hearts after
their gods." Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love.
3 He

had seven hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred concubines, and his
wives led him astray”. (1 Kings 11:1-3)
For all his wisdom, Solomon certainly had some weak spots.
The text continues:
“4 As

Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his
heart was not fully devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his
father had been.
5 He

followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and Molech the
detestable god of the Ammonites.
6 So

Solomon did evil in the eyes of the Lord; he did not follow the Lord
completely, as David his father had done.
7 On

a hill east of Jerusalem, Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the
detestable god of Moab, and for Molech the detestable god of the Ammonites.
8 He

did the same for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and offered
sacrifices to their gods.
9 The

Lord became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned away
from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice.
10 Although

he had forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep
the Lord's command.” 1 Kings 11:4-10
Solomon has broken God’s conditional promise. Solomon had been able to handle
great pressures in running the government, but he could not resist the pressure
from these foreign wives, who wanted him to worship their gods. Particularly
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detestable were the idols of Ashtoreth (of the Baals), Chemosh of Moab and
Molech, who was notorious in the area of live child sacrifices (Lev. 18:21; 20:2-5)
Is it any wonder that God became angry?
It is unlikely that this happened all at once. It is possible that he allowed a “small”
departure from God’s laws, but over time it escalated.
God therefore pronounced judgement on this king who had the most potential for
greatness:
"Since this is your attitude and you have not kept my covenant and my
decrees, which I commanded you, I will most certainly tear the kingdom away
from you and give it to one of your subordinates.12 Nevertheless, for the sake of
David your father, I will not do it during your lifetime. I will tear it out of the
hand of your son.” (1 Kings 11:11-12)
God actually allowed a remnant to be retained by the House of David – they
retained Judah – but the punishment was that the remaining tribes would be torn
from him. Jeroboam,, one of Solomon’s officials, rebelled against Solomon , and
eventually Jeroboam would be pitted against Solomon’s son Rehoboam. As soon as
Solomon died, the nation was split once ore, and never returned to its glory days
under David and Solomon.
POINTS TO PONDER





How did Solomon start his reign?
How did he finish his reign?
Would you consider yourself to be a starter, or a completer?
How could you be both?

Final Conclusions
In Matthew 12:42, Jesus is preaching to a group of people who included highly antagonistic
Pharisees, and he commented (about himself) that:“One greater than Solomon is here.”
In this series, we have covered a significant period of Israel and Judah’s history, in the
extremely difficult journey they had of transitioning through from the time of the end of
the leading of the Judges, through discovering what was needed in a king, and how God
kept leading them despite their betrayal.
God was looking for a man after “His own heart”, and David came the closest to achieving
this
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It was not until Jesus, full descendant of the line of David, was born, that we finally see a
worthy King, indeed one after God’s own heart
We have seen that it’s not just how you start – its how you finish. We need to run the race
God has chosen for us, with perseverance, all the way though.
We should aim to display Godly wisdom in an increasingly ungodly world, and serve God
wherever and whenever He has placed us
These OT kings have proved to be flawed, yet God did use them. The priests Eli and Samuel
had their moments, but again, God used them at significant points in Israel and Judah’s
history
An old hymn from my childhood has these lyrics:
“Love is a flag flying high from the castle of my heart,
from the castle of my heart, from the castle of my heart.
Love is a flag flying high from the castle of my heart,
For the King is in residence there.
[Chorus]
So let it fly in the sky let the whole world know,
Let the whole world know, let the whole world know.
So let it fly in the sky let the whole world know,
That the King is in residence there.”

FINAL POINTS TO PONDER
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Does King Jesus reside in your heart?
How would someone be able to really know if He did?
If God is your king, what kind of a subject are you?
What are you taking away from this series on the Early Kings?
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